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District Location 

0501 Meadowbrook Inn 
168 Carolina Back Road 

0502 Charlestown Town Hall 
4540 South County Trail 

0503 Charlestown Police Station—Community Room 
4901 Old Post Road 

0504 Charlestown Ambulance Rescue Station 
4891 Old Post Road 

 If you are uncertain as to your exact poll-
ing location you can access the Town’s website 
at www.charlestownri.org.  On the right hand 
side of your screen click on the big red words 
that say “Voter Information Center”.  Then on 
the right hand side of your screen click on 
“Check Your Voter Registration.”  This will al-
low you to find out where your polling place is 
and view sample ballots.   
 

If you don’t have access to a computer 

you may call the Town 

Clerk’s office at  

364-1200.   
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 The following candidates’ names will appear on 
the ballot in the following categories.  The candidate you 
will vote for depends on the district in which you live.  
These names have been eliminated from the sample bal-
lot, and placed here, to avoid confusion due to Senate 

District lines. 

 
Senator in General Assembly 

District 38 

Voting Districts 0503 & 0504 

Dennis L. ALGIERE ( R ) 

Write-in 

District 34 

Voting Districts 0501 & 0502 

Catherine COOL RUMSEY ( D ) 

Francis T. MAHER, JR. ( R ) 

Write-in 

 A sample ballot of the candidates has been 
included for your review prior to election day.  The 
names under the category for Senator in General 
Assembly have been blanked out because those 
positions are based on districts and are not the same 
for everyone in Charlestown.  The candidates for 

this race are listed below. 

 You will notice that for School Committee 
the ballot states, “vote for 1”, for Town Council 
“vote for any 5”, and for Planning Commission, 
“vote for any 5.”  This is the maximum number you 
can vote for in any of these categories.  However, 
you do not have to vote for that many candidates.  

You may vote for less than the number listed if 

you so choose, or write in a candidate. 

See Sample Ballot on next page. 





 



FINAL CHARTER AMENDMENT QUESTIONS 

APPROVED BY 

THE TOWN COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN 

 
The Following Charter Amendment Questions Are Submitted by the Charlestown Town Council 

For Submission to the Voters at the Next Regular Election 
 

Duly Adopted by the Charlestown Town Council on the 9th day of July, 2012 

 

Question 1 

AMENDMENT TO THE CHARLESTOWN TOWN CHARTER 
(Amends Article VIII § C-31, section K. - Town Council - Legislation) 

 
Shall the Charter be amended as follows: 
 
“The Town Council shall conduct a public hearing with reasonable prior notice and adequate dis-
closure concerning the adoption and/or approval of any agreement between the Town Council and 
any other person, party, entity or association in which the Town Council has a financial partnership 
role.”  
 
Explanation:  This amendment will require a public notice, disclosure and hearing procedure by 
the Town Council prior to entering any agreement between the Town Council and any other person, 
party, entity or association involving a financial partnership role. 
 
Existing Provisions:  None. 

 

Question 2 

AMENDMENT TO THE CHARLESTOWN TOWN CHARTER 
(Amends Article XXVII § C-103 – Purchasing - Policy) 

 

Shall the Charter be amended to modify the Town’s purchasing requirements as follows: 
 
Delete the existing Section C-103 and replace with the following: 
 
“A. Any purchase of standard supplies, materials, equipment or services for the routine operation of any department or 
other town agencies shall be made centrally by the Administrator and will comply with the following provisions. 
 
B. All other purchases unique to any department or other town agency shall be made in compliance with the following 
provisions, upon written request to the Administrator by the head of the department or other town agency. 
 
For construction purchases: 

For amounts which do not exceed three thousand dollars ($3,000), the purchase shall be considered a small 
purchase and approved by the purchasing agent without any quotes or bids required by the Town de-
partment and/or division seeking the purchase. 

 

For amounts which are greater than three thousand dollars ($3,000) but less than ten thou-
sand dollars ($10,000), the purchase shall be considered a small purchase and ap-
proved by the purchasing agent only after three written quotes have been obtained 
by the Town department and/or division seeking the purchase. 

For amounts which are greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), award shall only be 
made by competitive bidding in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 55 of Ti-
tle 45 of the General Laws. 



For all other purchases: 
For amounts which do not exceed three thousand dollars ($3,000), the purchase shall be 

considered a small purchase and approved by the purchasing agent without any 
quotes or bids required by the Town department and/or division seeking the pur-
chase. 

For amounts which are greater than three thousand ($3,000) but less than five thousand dol-
lars ($5,000), the purchase shall be considered a small purchase and approved by the 
purchasing agent only after three written quotes have been obtained by the Town 
department and/or division seeking the purchase. 

For amounts greater than five thousand dollars ($5,000), award shall only be made by com-
petitive bidding in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 55 of Title 45 of the 
General Laws 

E.  Where items or services to be purchased, in any amount, through a vendor which has a current Master Price 
Agreement (MPA) with the State of Rhode Island that can be verified with MPA documentation and MPA 
number, then the aforementioned purchasing/quotation process is replaced with the requirement of a quote for 
items or services from the MPA vendor and approval from the department head, verification of funds from the 
treasurer and final approval by the Town Administrator. This does not preclude or prohibit competitive bid-
ding.” 

 

Explanation:  This amendment will modify the purchasing requirements of the Town to comport with the Rhode Is-
land General Laws. 

 

Existing Provisions:  
A. Any purchase of standard supplies, materials, equipment or services for the routine operation of any department or 
other town agencies shall be made centrally by the Administrator and will comply with the following provisions. 
 
B. All other purchases unique to any department or other town agency shall be made in compliance with the following 
provisions, upon written request to the Administrator by the head of the department or other town agency. 
 
C. Where the items or services to be purchased do not exceed three thousand dollars ($3,000.) in value, the purchase 
will be made by the department head or other official in charge of a town agency with the approval of the Administra-
tor.  
 
D. Where the items or services to be purchased have a value of three thousand dollars ($3,000.) to ten thousand dollars 
($10,000.), the department head or other official in charge of a town agency shall obtain three (3) quotes from suppliers 
and submit them with his/her recommendations to the Administrator, who shall award the contract to the lowest respon-
sible bidder most nearly meeting the specifications of the purchase order.  
 
 
E. Where the items or services to be purchased have a value of more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000.), the depart-
ment head or other official in charge of a town agency shall prepare written specifications for the purchase, and based 
on these specifications the Administrator shall seek three (3) sealed bids from suppliers. Award of any bid in this cate-
gory shall be to the lowest responsible bidder most nearly meeting the specifications of the purchase order, and with the 
approval of the Council. In any event, the Council shall have the right to reject any and all bids and to direct the Ad-
ministrator to solicit new bids.  
 
F. Where items or services to be purchased, in any amount, through a vendor which has a current Master Price Agree-
ment (MPA) with the State of Rhode Island that can be verified with MPA documentation and MPA number, then the 
aforementioned purchasing/quotation process is replaced with the requirement of a quote for items or services from the 
MPA vendor and approval from the department head, verification of funds from the treasurer and final approval by the 
Town Administrator. This does not preclude or prohibit competitive bidding. 

 

Question 3 

AMENDMENT TO CHARLESTOWN TOWN CHARTER 
(Amends Article VI § C-21 – Town Council - Officers) 

 
Shall the Charter be amended to modify the selection of Town Council Officers, as follows: 

 



“At its organization meeting, upon the election of a new Council, the Council shall elect one (1) of its members as 
a Council President and one (1) as Vice-President. The candidate receiving the most votes in the Town election 
shall have the right of first refusal to be the Council President. Should that candidate choose not to accept the 
Council Presidency, then the candidate receiving the second highest vote total in the Town Council election shall 
have the right of first refusal to be the Council President and so on for all Council members until one Council 
member accepts the position of Council President.  Of the remaining Council members once the position of Coun-
cil President has been determined, the right of first refusal shall likewise apply to the position of Vice President 
based on the highest vote total in descending order until one member of the Council accepts the position of Council 
Vice President.” 

 

Explanation:  This amendment would provide for the selection of Town Council officers based on a descending order of preference 
measured by highest vote totals to lowest vote totals. 
 

Existing Provisions: At its organization meeting, upon the election of a new Council, the Council shall elect one (1) of 
its members as a Council President. The candidate receiving the most votes in the Town election shall have the right of 
first refusal to be the Council President. Should that candidate choose not to accept the Council Presidency, then the po-
sition will be available to any of the members. The President shall preside at meetings of the Council and shall be recog-
nized as head of the town government for all ceremonial purposes and by the Governor for purposes of martial law. 
Holding this office shall not deprive the Council President of his/her vote on any question. At the organization meeting 
the Council shall also elect from its members a Vice President who shall perform the duties of the President in the ab-
sence or disability of the President. 

 

Question 4 

AMENDMENT TO THE CHARLESTOWN TOWN CHARTER 
(Amends Article XXV § C-78 – Budgeting – Preparation of Budget) 

 
Shall the Charter be revised, as follows: 
 
“The Town shall undertake a capital improvement program process pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 22 of 
Title 45, Section 7 of the General Laws and to require the Administrator to collect capital improvement pro-
gram information for a five-year period from the date of the present budget cycle for presentment to the Plan-
ning Commission, then the Budget Commission for advisory opinions and, thereafter, to the Town Council for 
consideration and possible adoption.” 

 
Explanation:  This provision would require the Town to prepare a capital improvement program for antici-
pated expenditures reasonably foreseeable to occur in the five year period next following the present budget 
cycle.  This will allow the Town to have an understanding of the possible capital expenses upcoming in future 
fiscal years, excepting emergencies and unexpected circumstances.  
 
Existing Provisions: None. 

You can still register to vote for the offices of President and Vice President.  RIGL § 17-1-3 states 
“…A person who has not registered to vote, or whose registration has been canceled pursuant to        
§ 17-10-1, may cast a vote for President and Vice President on election day at his or her city or town 
hall or at an alternate location designated by the Board of Canvassers, and approved by the Board of 
Elections, where such location is deemed necessary to better accommodate such voters.”  To cast this 
type of vote, go to Town Hall on November 6, 2012. 



The State of Rhode Island conducts a redistricting of Senate and Representative Districts every 10 years after the 
Census data has been compiled. This causes the local voting precinct lines to change. Above is a map of the 
2012 Voting Precincts for the Town of Charlestown with a list of corresponding polling places for the 
November 6, 2012 General Election. Please contact the Board of Canvassers with any questions at (401) 364-
1200. 



THE TOWN HALL  PIPELINE 
 
Charlestown Town Hall 
4540 South County Trail 
Charlestown, RI 02813 

PRESORTED STANDARD 
US POSTAGE PAID 
PERMIT NO. 34 

CHARLESTOWN RI  

MUNICIPAL 

INFORMATIONAL  

NEWSLETTER 

«Resident» 
«RR #1» 
«Charlestown, RI 02813» 

364-1210 Administrator 
364-1215 Building/Zoning 
364-1230 Dept. of Public Works 
364-1222 Parks & Recreation 
364-1225 Planning 
364-1233 Tax Assessor 
364-1234 Tax Collector 
364-1200 Town Clerk 
364-1235 Treasurer 
364-1212 Police (non-emergency) 
346-1076 Public Assistance 
364-5030 Wastewater Mgt. 

Town Hall Hours: M-F 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
CRCC Hours: M, TH, F, SA, 8:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Animal Shelter: Call ahead, 364-1211 
M-F 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM, Saturday 8:00 AM to Noon 

Good News!  Compliance with the Town’s Waste-
water Management Ordinance is at an all time high!  
This means less potential threat to our most impor-
tant natural resource, our groundwater, which is our 
ONLY source of drinking water in Charlestown, and 
healthier, cleaner surface waters.  Septic systems are 
regularly being inspected, pumped as necessary, 
maintained, and repaired.  Harmful and dangerous 
cesspools continue to be removed and replaced with 
safer and cleaner septic systems.  There are now 
only 117 cesspools remaining in the whole town!  
Enforcement actions for non-compliance have com-
menced through the Town’s Municipal Court Sys-
tem and have been effective in reducing threats to 
human health and the environment.  Please remem-
ber to do your share in protecting our health and the 
environment of our Town.  Please contact the Office 
of Wastewater Management at 364-5030 with any 
questions pertaining to wastewater, groundwater and 
surface water or visit the Wastewater Management 
Website at www.charlestownri.org. 


