
FINAL MINUTES  
Affordable Housing Commission  

THURSDAY, MARCH 20, 2014  
Charlestown Town Hall, Annex Conference Room, 4540 South County Trail, Charlestown, Rhode Island 

 
 1. CALL TO ORDER.  Chairman Smith called meeting to order at 7:00, noting three out of five voting 
members for a quorum.   
2. ROLL CALL.   Evelyn Smith , Sandra Puchalski, Ernest Morreira,  Town Council Liason, Tom Gentz,  Town 
Council member, George Tremblay. Excused:  Faith LaBossiere and Sean White.   
 
3. MINUTES.   Approval of minutes:  February 27, 2014.  Draft minutes were emailed to everyone and Evelyn 
had printed copies.  Ernest noted that he finds the minutes are very well taken &  in his 40 years of public 
service work, he finds them to be exceptional.  Sandra truly appreciated this comment.  Motion made to 
approve minutes as presented, Ernest made motion and Evelyn seconded.  All voted in favor of motion.   
 
4. COMMUNICATIONS.   Communications Report. Review and brief discussion of communications and 
documents received since February 27, 2014, meeting, including ProJo story on RIHousing Land Bank. 
Members had all been emailed copies and Evelyn had copies for AHC members if needed.  Communications 
Report is attached to and made part of these minutes.  Members discussed Providence Journal article on 
recent flood insurance rate increases, and the effect this has had on securing Sandy Disaster Relief Funds for 
ChurchWoods low-income Senior Housing Project. Tom noted that the ChurchWood funding was pivotal for RI 
to receive the Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery grant of 19.24 Million.  Members also 
discussed the recent Providence Journal article on RI Housing and SWAP.  There appears to be an 
investigation ongoing at this time.  Everyone will keep informed on this on-going story with RI Housing.   
Evelyn noted that copies were not available of the Statewide Planning documents concerning affordable 
housing needs and status of Growth Center planning.  
 
5. STAFF REPORTS on current Affordable Housing issues.     No staff reports.  
 
6. REPORT, TOWN COUNCIL LIAISON.  Legislative Oversight Commission: progress to date, upcoming 
meetings.  Tom reported to members there have been two meetings.  There was testimony from 3 for–profit 
builders/ developers from Coventry, as well as non-profits, including WCCDC.   Tom also noted that relative to 
the RI Community Development Block Grant Disaster Recovery 19.24 Million grant, that Charlestown was one 
of three towns that applied.  We are the only town with a low/moderate housing component. 
 
7. NEW BUSINESS:   
a) Legislative Oversight Commission.  Discussion of bullet draft bullet list for Mr. Gentz’s presentation to 
the legislative commission.  Evelyn will make presentation on April 9th.  There will be other speakers as well.  
AHC members went over the emailed draft  bullet list to consider to accomplish our goals.  It was discussed 
that our presentation should be clear, concise , and compelling, with potential “flip charts” to be most 
effective.   Evelyn noted that talking points need to go along with each of the bullet points and members 
agreed that to be the most effective and time efficient way to communicate our objectives and reach our 
goals.  Members discussed the “counted units.”  Members felt that some units might be able to be counted like 
trailers, etc,  and give us traction to meet units.  Discussion on deed restrictions.  Discussion on the following 
draft bullet points.  1.  Maximum Eligibility:  80% AMI.  2.  Meets approved land use plans.  3.  Addresses local 
needs.  4.  Rehab trumps new.  5.  Rental trumps ownership.  6.  Count all affordable units.  Members felt that 
getting rid of counting and get closer to addressing local needs is a necessary outcome.  Members need the 
data and research done to get closer to this.  Many homes are cost burdened, although not all of those are 
eligible based on income. Tom noted that three members of the oversight commission are homeless 
advocates.  There is a critical need here.    
Sandra made note of time and need for extension.  Ernest made motion to extend till 9PM.  Sandra seconded.  
Motion carried unanimously.   



Discussion on addressing need continued.  Members were interested in reviewing the Statewide Planning Draft 
Housing Needs Plan with demographics & data.  Ernest suggested link to be sent to members.  Evelyn will do 
that.   
Evelyn reported that she has been invited to present testimony on AH issues to the oversight commission on  
April 9th.  She thought we may be able to have a special meeting before April 9th if need be, however all points 
were discussed and there was ample discussion to go over the bullet points for presentation purposes and all 
agreed.  Members will email any other comments to Evelyn regarding language that may be helpful for 
presentation.  It was agreed that Evelyn will finalize for the presentation based on comments and discussions 
tonight and take any other emailed comments into consideration which would follow up on discussions tonight 
on bullet points.   Members agreed that we need more transitional homes and Tom wants to make that clear 
as well in presentation.  Ernest noted this is the only time we will have to make adjustments to the law and all 
agreed.   
 
b) CDBG trailer replacement program.  Discussion of potential advantages of using block grant funds to 
replace substandard units with new town-owned units for affordable housing, and questions needing to be 
addressed.  Members discussed this and email sent from Geoff Marchant on March 18th.  Idea is to have the 
Town of Charlestown supply CDBD deferred loans for units needing upgrades and having the Town have the 
ability to step in as the lender through the monitoring agent and secure and count the unit for the next 
owners.  If no steps are taken, the units will not be counted because they would just end up being units that 
are not habitable without upgrades and improvements.  There are many of these in trailer parks today.  No 
action was taken, just discussion on pro’s and con’s.  
 
Note on time, Sandra motioned to extend 15 minutes, Ernest seconded.  Motion carried unanimously. 
   
c) AH Rental Subsidy – Senate Bill S2461.  Proposal would fund rental subsidy account by increasing 
property transfer tax.  Discussion of support for bill.  Evelyn noted that we will be watching this for public 
hearings and members can tune into the Capital TV.   
 
8. OLD BUSINESS  
a) RI League of Cities and Towns Survey – report of statewide responses, implications for oversight 
commission.  Deferred to next meeting.  
b) Letter to the Editor, Sen. Pichardo – further discussion of ties between affordable housing 
opportunities and ending homelessness, as outlined in letter brought to the Commission’s attention last month 
in Town Liaison’s report.  Deferred to next meeting.  
c) State Housing Study.  Receipt of draft state housing needs report(s) from statewide planning, and 
outline of what its impact may be on Charlestown’s Affordable Housing Plan during next Comprehensive Plan 
update.  Deferred to next meeting.  
d) Commissioners’ Liaison Reports.  None.  
e) Commission Goals:  Progress reports on subcommittee assignments.   None reported.  
f) Special Projects List/Commission Assignments and progress reports not requiring Commission action.  
Any Commissioner may propose or volunteer for independent research topics, data or document compilations, 
or draft documents that advance the work being undertaken by the Commission.  Any Commissioner may 
volunteer to undertake any special project not already assigned.  
9. PUBLIC COMMENT- none.   
10. NEXT MEETING.  The next regular monthly meeting is scheduled for April 17, 2014, at 7:00 p.m.. 
11. ADJOURNMENT.  Motion made by Ernest  and seconded by Sandra  to adjourn.  Motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sandra Puchalski, Recording Secretary.   
 
 
Minutes approved as amended at the April 17, 2014, meeting of the Affordable Housing Commission. 
  



Affordable Housing Commission – Communications Report for Monthly Meeting  

Thursday, March 20, 2014  
 4. COMMUNICATIONS (02-27-2014 through 03-20-2014)  Documents 

DATE TYPE FROM SUBJECT DOCUMENT(S) INCLUDED 

02-27-14 a)email T. Gentz to L. 
Sullivan 

Fw: Flood effects on 
Charlestown 

 Link to ProJo article about flood insurance 
impact on fixed income residents 

02-28-14 b)email E.Morreira Severe Weather Warning for 

Southern New England 

Links to EcoRI news article and other 

archives on climate change 

3-11-14 c)email M.Stankiewicz 

(fwd. 3-18) 

FW: Affordable Housing 

Myth vs Fact vs RILCT 

1) 8% Affordable Housing – Board.pdf 

3-11-14 d)email M.Stankiewicz 
(fwd. 3-18) 

RILCT Housing Survey  2) RILCT Housing Survey Feb 2014.pdf 

3-17-14 e)email T.Gentz 

 

Bullets for State Study 

Commission 

3) State LMIH Study Commission.ppt 

3-17-14 f)email T.Gentz RI Housing ProJo Article 4) R.I. Housing spends $1.15 million for 2 
empty lots in Providence_breaking 
news_providencejournal.pdf 

03-18-14 g)email E.Smith AFFORDABLE HSING 

AGENDA 3-20-14 

5) AHC 2014 0320 AGENDA.docx 

03-18-14 h)email E.Smith/fwd 

A.Weinreich 

FW: Emailing: S2461 – Real 

Estate Conveyance tax 

6) S2461.pdf 

03-18-14 i)email E.Smith/fwd 
T.Gentz 

Fw: Juan Pichardo’s $60M 
bond  

7) link to ProJo opinion 20140222 juan-m.-
pichardo fight homelessness with 60-million 

bond 

03-18-14 j)email G.Marchant, 
Community 

Development 
Consortium 

RE: AFFORDABLE HSING 
AGENDA 3-20-14 

(to E.Smith; copies provided at meeting) 

3-18-14 k)email S.White Re: AFFORDABLE HSING 

AGENDA 3-20-14 

(to E.Smith, business travel, will not 

attend) 

03-20-14 l)email S.Puchalski AHC Draft Minutes February 

27, 2014 

(to E.Smith, draft for formatting and 

printing) 

03-20-14 m)document E.Smith  8) AHC 2014 0227 MINUTES draft.docx 

03-20-14 n)document E.Smith  9) 2014 0320 communications report.docx 

     

     

     

     

     

 

 


