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Ninigret Park Trails Subcommittee 

Draft Minutes – May 2, 2017 

Charlestown Town Hall – TC Chambers 

Charlestown, RI 02813 

 
 

Chairperson Holly Eaves called meeting to order 4:30 PM, declared a quorum was present. 

 

Present:  Cody Clarkin, Keith DeMerchant, Holly Eaves, Jonathan Hammett, Bill Wilson 

 

Absent:  All Present 

 

Guests:  None 

 

Town Staff: Bonnie Van Slyke  

 

Secretary’s Report:  None 

 

Old Business: None 

 

New Business: 

 

The committee meet in the Community Center Parking Lot.   

Together we walked the South/East Trail toward Ninigret pond.  See attached Map and details. 

Then we walked the North/West Trail toward the Senior Road Park entrance. See Map and 

details 

 

I tried my best to make notes, describe the trail condition, and guess the distance. 

 

Adjourn: 

 

At the end of the walk the meeting was completed. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,                                 Approved: ______ as written 

                                                                                          ______ as amended 

William H. Wilson                       
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Ninigret Park Trail Subcommittee Minutes attachment - 5.2.2017  

 

 

 

 

 

 

South/East Trial Walk –  I did not have a GPS but my guess is the trail is close to 0.75 of a 

mile long. 

 

Abandoned Road – Starting at the Community Center Garden on a blocked off road entrance we  

  traveled south on a wide well-worn abandoned road.  For the most part the road 

was in   

  excellent condition for walking.  One spot was blocked off by standing water. 
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                             The road curved west toward Park Ave but before we got that far we took 

a clear Trail  

  to the south. 

 

 

Cedar Grove –  The trail to the south began as a fairly good walking trail that took us  into a  

   Cedar Grove we Bush Whacked through the grove which contained a  

    substantial amount of invasive Autumn Olive Trees (which should 

be removed) then    circled around North toward the Rock Quarry.  

    

Little Ninigret Pond Spur – As the Cedar Grove Trail curved East, we took what appeared to be a 

Deer    Trail and Bush Whacked past an Army Corp of Engineers Test well to a 

small pond.  A    great place to but a look-out tower to view Ninigret Pond 

the Barrier Beaches, Oyster    Farms, and the ocean. 

 

Fred and Barney Rock Quarry – The Cedar Grove Trail Bush Whack lead us to a fairly good 

walking area    and we took the high trail past the Rock Quarry.  The trail seemed 

to end when it went    right toward Arnolda.  Some of us tried to go straight and a 

few went west toward    another Cedar Grove. 

 

Fish Pond and Semi-Circle Foundation Spur – The Group that headed toward the Cedar Grove 

found an   interesting foundation with a square in the middle filled with 

water.  It would be nice to    find out what this is and perhaps make it a point of 

interest along the trail. 

 

High Blueberry – Leaving the F&B Rock Quarry we Bush Whacked through an over grown area 

with    many high blueberry bushes.  We ended at the Multi-Use Bike Trail about 

100 yards past   the Community Center Parking area.  It could have been just as 

easy to Bush Whack    directly back to the CCPA were we began the walk. 

  

 

North/West Trail Walk – From the CCPA the walk took us North/West, a little longer than the 

SWT. 

                             Maybe a mile. 

 

Multi-Use Bike Trail – From the CCPA you take the MUBT North for a short way. 

 

Old Road North – When the MUBT bares west an old paved road continues North.  The payment 

was    crumbling but the trail was very passable.  Just a few years ago you could 

have taken    this trail all the way to the front gate where the water tower footing 

are.  At this time    the trail was over grown and would need to be cleared to 

continue in this direction. 

 

Old Road West – Rather than bush whack to the front gate we took a right and went out to Senior 

Road. 

 

Water Tower Meditation Area – We located the Water Tower Footings and a Clearing for 

Meditation. 
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   We then walked back to Old Road West along Senior Road. 

 

Fitness Trail - At the end of Old Road West if you cross Senior Road you are at the Multi-Use 

Bike    Trail intersection.  At that inter-section the old fitness trail that leads to the 

back of Little   Ninny Swimming Pond along the Disc Golf Course. 

 

Little Dipper – Past the Disc Golf Course you walk where the fire department conducts trailing, a 

  corduroy trail made to go over wetland, then on a clear wide path along Park 

Avenue. 

  

 

Disc Golf Road – The group left the Little Dipper and took Disc Golf Road back to the CCPA. 

 

 

 


